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Abstract. This article explores the educational value of drabbles—short stories of exactly
one hundred words—as an effective tool in language and literature teaching. The drabble, by virtue
of its brevity and precision, promotes linguistic accuracy, creativity, critical thinking, and
emotional intelligence. It is argued that drabbles can be integrated into modern pedagogical
frameworks to enhance students’ reading, writing, and analytical skills. The article highlights the
theoretical foundations of drabble writing, its classroom applications, and its potential to foster
both academic and personal development among learners.
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Introduction

In recent years, educators have sought innovative techniques to cultivate
learners’ linguistic and cognitive skills. The drabble, a concise literary form
consisting of precisely one hundred words, offers a unique opportunity to achieve
these objectives. Despite its minimal length, the drabble demands thoughtful
language use, narrative coherence, and creative expression. Writing within such a
constraint requires students to refine their vocabulary, organize ideas logically, and
focus on meaning rather than length.

Originally emerging in creative writing and fanfiction communities, drabbles
have gradually gained recognition in educational settings. Their adaptability allows
teachers to use them not only in literature or language classes but also in
interdisciplinary subjects where brevity and clarity are essential.

Methods and analysis.

The use of drabbles in education can be understood through constructivist and
communicative teaching theories. Constructivism emphasizes learning as an active,
student-centered process in which knowledge is constructed through experience.
Drabble writing exemplifies this approach: learners create meaning independently by
synthesizing language, structure, and emotion within a limited framework.

From a communicative perspective, drabbles foster purposeful language use. They
require learners to express complete ideas and emotions concisely, improving their
ability to convey meaning effectively. Moreover, the creative writing perspective
suggests that constraints—Iike a strict word limit—can stimulate imagination. When

621


https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17933312

FILOLOGIK TADQIQOTLAR TARAQQIYOTI VA

TA'LIM MUAMMOLARI

MAVZUSIDAGI XALQARO ILMIY-AMALIY KONFERENSIYA

students work within these limits, they learn to make deliberate linguistic and stylistic
choices, enhancing both their writing competence and literary awareness.

Writing a drabble engages multiple levels of cognitive processing. The strict

word limit demands clarity and precision, pushing learners to select words
thoughtfully. This practice develops lexical awareness and syntactic control, both
crucial for academic writing.
Additionally, drabbles strengthen metacognitive skills by encouraging self-editing
and reflection. As students attempt to meet the exact word count, they must revise,
delete redundancies, and refine phrasing—skills that are transferable to longer essays
and reports.

From a linguistic standpoint, drabbles are powerful tools for vocabulary
retention. Since each word carries significance, learners are compelled to use new
vocabulary accurately and contextually. The process also heightens sensitivity to
tone, rhythm, and sentence balance—essential features of advanced writing.

Drabbles are also useful in developing reading comprehension. Students can analyze
published drabbles to identify themes, imagery, or narrative techniques. This
encourages critical thinking and literary interpretation. Furthermore, oral presentation
of drabbles—where students read or perform their works aloud—enhances speaking
and listening skills, promoting fluency and confidence.

Collaborative drabble writing can also be an effective group activity. Working in
pairs or small teams, learners negotiate language, discuss structure, and make
collective decisions. Such collaboration aligns with communicative and task-based
learning principles, enhancing both linguistic and interpersonal competence.

Results and discussion

Despite their benefits, drabbles present certain challenges. Some students may

struggle with word restriction, finding it difficult to compress ideas into exactly one
hundred words. Teachers should therefore scaffold the process by offering examples,
guiding vocabulary selection, and providing structured feedback.
Assessment of drabbles should focus not only on grammatical correctness but also on
creativity, coherence, and emotional depth. In digital classrooms, educators can
encourage students to publish their drabbles online or participate in creative writing
forums. This enhances motivation and creates an authentic audience for their work.

Conclusion

The educational value of drabbles lies in their power to integrate creativity,
discipline, and expression within a single literary form. By combining linguistic
precision with narrative artistry, drabbles foster comprehensive language
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development and personal growth. They encourage learners to think critically, feel
deeply, and write purposefully.

As modern education increasingly emphasizes student-centered and creative
methodologies, the drabble stands as an exemplary model of how literature can be
both instructive and inspiring. Its concise form reflects the essence of effective
learning: clarity, focus, and meaning.

Incorporating drabbles into teaching not only refines linguistic ability but also
nurtures imagination, empathy, and moral awareness—qualities that define both good
writers and good human beings.
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