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Annotation.This article explores the artistic skills of W. Somerset Maugham in creating
rich, multi-dimensional characters within his narratives. Maugham’s approach to characterization
is notable for its psychological depth, realism, and diversity, which together create a compelling
exploration of the human condition.

The discussion begins with an examination of Maugham’s psychological insight, illustrating
how he crafts characters who reflect complex motivations and inner conflicts. Using examples from
major works like Of Human Bondage and The Painted Veil, the article highlights how Maugham’s
characters are not mere vehicles for the plot but rather intricate individuals whose journeys
resonate with readers. Next, the article addresses Maugham’s diverse array of characters, noting
how their varied backgrounds and experiences enhance the thematic richness of his narratives.

Key words: Characterization, psychological, depth, realism, diversity, dialogue, isolation,
human condition, narrative technique, literary legacy.

Annomayua.B  smoti cmamve uccnedyromcs XyoodcecmeenHvie cnocoonocmu Y.
Comepcema Mosma 6 co30anuu ApKUX, MHO2OMEPHBIX NEPCOHAadicell 8 e2o nogecmeosanusx. 1100xo0
Mosma Kk  Xxapakmepucmuke —OmMIUYAEMCS  NCUXOJIO2UYECKOU  2YOUHOU,  peanusmom U
pazHoobpaszuem, Komopvle emecme C€030ar0m Yo0eoumenbHoe UCCIe008aHUE YeN08eUeCKO20
COCMOAHUAL

ObcyscoeHue  HauuHaemcss ¢ paccCMOmMpeHust — ncuxonocudeckux — uoeti  Mooma,
NOKA3bIBAIOWUX, KAK OH CO30aem NepCoHadicell, OMpaicaroujux ClOoANCHble MOMUBbL U BHYMPEHHUe
KOH@auxkmol. Hcnonvsys npumepvbl U3 maxkux KpynHolx npouszeedenuil, kax ‘‘Yenoseueckoe
pabcmeo” u “Packpawennas eyanv”’, 8 cmamve noouepkugaemcs, umo nepcouadxcu Mosma
AGIAIOMCA  He NPOCMO NPOBOOHUKAMU ClOJHCEmMd, a CKOpee CILONCHbIMU JUYHOCMAMU, HbU
nymeuiecmeus Haxo0sam OmKIuK y uumamernetl.

Knrouesvie cnosa: Xapaxmepucmuka, ncuxonocus, 2nyouHa, peanusm, pazHooodpasue,
ouanoe, U30NAYUA, COCMOsHUE YeNl08eKd, MeXHUKA N08eCm808aHuUs, TumepamypHoe Hacieoue.

Annotatstya.Mazkur magolada adabiyot ingliz yozuvchisi — Uilyam Somerset Moem XX
asrning mumtoz adibi degan sharafli nom egasi. Adib o ‘zining asarlarida qahramonlar ruhiy
olamini teran ochib bergani, obrazlar yaratishdagi g’oyaviy-badiiy — mahorati, badiiy so‘z
imkoniyatlarini yuksak mahorat bilan namoyish etgani bois juda keng kitobxonlar ommasining
e 'tiborini qozondi. Shuningdek, S.Moemning asardagi gahramonlar ruhiy holatini ganday ochib
berishi haqgida so‘z yuritiladi, u qanday qilib murakkab motivatsiyalar va ichki ziddiyatlarni aks
ettirgan personajlarni yaratilishini tahlil gilamiz. Maqolada “Inson qulligi” va “Bo ‘yalgan parda™
kabi yirik asarlardan misollar keltirgan holda, S.Moem gahramonlari ganday gilib oddiy syujet
qahramonlari emas, balki sarguzashtlari o ‘quvchilarda aks-sado beradigan murakkab shaxslar
ekanligi ta’kidlanadi.

Kalit so‘zlar:  Xarakterlash, psixologiya, teranlik, realizm, rang-baranglik, dialog,
izolyatsiya, inson holati, hikoya qilish texnikasi, adabiy meros.
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Introduction

Somerset Maugham, a prominent figure in 20th-century English literature, is
celebrated for his masterful storytelling and intricate character development. His
narratives often delve into the complexities of human nature, revealing profound
psychological insights and social commentary. Maugham’s artistic skills in creating
characters are not merely about crafting memorable figures; they serve as vehicles for
exploring deeper themes of identity, morality, and the human condition. Through a
meticulous blend of realism, symbolism, and psychological depth, Maugham’s
characters resonate with readers, inviting them to reflect on their own experiences
and the intricacies of life. This article aims to analyze the artistic techniques
employed by Maugham in character creation, highlighting how his distinctive
approach enriches his stories and elevates their thematic significance.

Methodology

This article employs a qualitative literary analysis to explore the artistic skills
of character creation in Somerset Maugham’s stories. The methodology is structured
around the following key components:

Textual Analysis: Selected stories by Somerset Maugham will be closely
examined to identify the techniques he employs in character development. This
includes analyzing character traits, motivations, and relationships, as well as how
these elements contribute to the overarching themes of the narratives.

Thematic Exploration: The analysis will categorize and discuss major themes
present in Maugham’s work, such as identity, morality, and societal norms. This
thematic framework will provide context for understanding how characters embody
these themes and reflect the complexities of human experience.

Psychological Framework: The study will incorporate psychological theories to
interpret the inner lives of Maugham’s characters. This approach will focus on the
motivations, conflicts, and transformations that characters undergo, utilizing concepts
from psychology to deepen the understanding of their development.

Comparative Analysis: Maugham’s works will be compared with those of other
contemporary writers to highlight his unique contributions to character development.
This comparative aspect will help situate Maugham within the broader landscape of
early 20th-century literature.

Critical Reception: The methodology will also include a review of existing
literary criticism and scholarly articles on Maugham’s character creation. This will
provide insights into how critics have interpreted his work and help frame the
discussion within ongoing academic discourse.
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Conclusion Synthesis: Finally, the findings from the various analyses will be
synthesized to draw conclusions about Maugham’s artistic skills in creating
characters. This synthesis will emphasize the significance of these skills in enriching
his narratives and engaging readers. By employing this multifaceted methodology,
the article aims to offer a comprehensive examination of the artistic skills involved in
character creation in Somerset Maugham’s stories, illuminating the depth and
complexity of his literary contributions.

Somerset Maugham is known for his keen psychological insight and ability to
create vivid characters. Here are some key points about his artistic skills in character
creation:

Psychological Depth: Maugham often delves deep into the psychology of his
characters, exploring their motivations, desires, and inner conflicts. This complexity
makes them feel real and relatable.

Diverse Backgrounds: He draws characters from a variety of social and
cultural backgrounds, reflecting the complexities of human experience. This diversity
adds richness to his narratives.

Realism: Maugham’s characters often embody real human flaws and virtues.
He portrays them in a realistic manner, avoiding idealization, which enhances their
authenticity.

Dialogue and Voice: His skillful use of dialogue helps define characters’
personalities and relationships. Each character’s voice is distinct, adding to their
individuality.

Symbolism: Maugham frequently uses characters as symbols to explore
broader themes, such as morality, identity, and the human condition.

Evolution: Many of his characters undergo significant development throughout the
narrative, allowing readers to witness their growth or decline, which adds depth to the
story.

Isolation and Loneliness: Themes of isolation are prevalent in Maugham’s work,
and he often crafts characters who grapple with their solitude, making their struggles
more poignant.

Discussion

Somerset Maugham’s prowess in creating compelling characters is a testament
to his understanding of human nature and the intricacies of interpersonal
relationships. His narratives often reflect a deep psychological insight that allows
readers to engage intimately with his characters. By examining the key elements of
Maugham’s character creation, we can appreciate how his literary artistry contributes
to the lasting impact of his work.
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One of the most striking aspects of Maugham’s characters is their
psychological depth. He skillfully explores the motivations and internal conflicts that
drive them, providing a nuanced portrayal that goes beyond mere archetypes. For
instance, in Of Human Bondage, the protagonist Philip Carey is not merely a victim
of circumstance; his struggles with identity, love, and ambition mirror the
complexities of the human experience. Maugham’s ability to capture these intricate
emotions makes Philip a relatable and enduring character.

Additionally, Maugham’s diverse array of characters highlights his keen
observation of societal dynamics. He populates his narratives with individuals from
various backgrounds, each representing different facets of society. This diversity not
only enriches the narrative but also invites readers to reflect on broader social issues,
such as class and cultural conflict. In stories like The Razor’s Edge, Maugham uses
characters like Larry Darrell to explore existential themes, making the narrative
resonate with readers seeking purpose and meaning.

Dialogue plays a crucial role in Maugham’s character development. His
mastery of dialogue reveals the characters’ personalities and relationships in a way
that feels authentic and spontaneous. The conversations are often laced with wit and
irony, reflecting Maugham’s own views on life and human nature. Through the
interactions between characters, Maugham exposes their vulnerabilities and desires,
creating a dynamic interplay that enhances the narrative’s emotional depth.

Moreover, Maugham frequently employs isolation and loneliness as central
themes in his works. Characters like Laura in The Painted Veil grapple with their own
sense of alienation, which serves to amplify their internal struggles. This focus on
isolation not only adds depth to the characters but also invites readers to empathize
with their plight, fostering a deeper connection to the narrative.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Somerset Maugham’s artistic skills in character creation are
characterized by psychological depth, diversity, and realism. His ability to craft
multi-dimensional characters who resonate with readers is a hallmark of his literary
legacy. By delving into the complexities of human emotion and societal dynamics,
Maugham’s narratives continue to offer profound insights into the human condition,
making his characters timeless figures in literature. Somerset Maugham’s ability to
create vivid, multi-dimensional characters is a cornerstone of his literary success.
Through his keen psychological insight and mastery of dialogue, he breathes life into
his characters, making them resonate with readers on a profound level. Maugham’s
diverse portrayals reflect the complexities of human experience, inviting us to
explore the intricacies of identity, ambition, and existential struggle. His characters
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often navigate themes of isolation and self-discovery, revealing the depths of human
emotion and the often-harsh realities of life. By portraying individuals who grapple
with their own flaws and desires, Maugham not only enhances the narrative but also
encourages readers to reflect on their own experiences and emotions. In essence,
Maugham’s artistic skills extend beyond mere storytelling; they serve as a lens
through which we can examine the human condition. His enduring characters
continue to captivate audiences, reminding us of the timeless nature of his insights
into what it means to be human. As we engage with Maugham’s work, we are invited
not just to witness the lives of his characters but to reflect on our own journeys,
making his narratives both personal and universal.
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